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ELsevieEr MDL INTRobuceEs MDL® PATENT CHEMISTRY DATABASE

—28 YEARS OF PATENT CHEMISTRY NOW STRUCTURE-SEARCHABLE—

SAN LEANDRO, CA—October 20, 2004—Elsevier MDL has introduced the MDL Patent Chemistry
Database, a new structure-searchable collection of patent chemistry information specifically
designed for research scientists and information professionals. With the database researchers can
rapidly explore World, U.S. and European patents dating from 1976 using structure, reaction and
text searches. The MDL Patent Chemistry Database offers functionality to improve synthesis

planning, access enhanced bioactivity profiles and easily determine data relevance.

The database will be available beginning November 2004 via the MDL CrossFire Direct system or
for in-house installation, and in 2005 will be offered through the DiscoveryGate® Web-based
platform for accessing scientific information from databases, journal articles and major reference

works.

“The MDL Patent Chemistry Database enables chemistry, pharmacology and other life sciences
researchers in industry and academia to search chemical reactions, substances and substance-
related information and quickly locate highly relevant data,” said CEO Lars Barfod. “With 28 years
of chemistry patents from around the world, the database offers researchers important access to
information about unique compounds—nearly 70% of the compounds in the Patent Chemistry
Database are not found in other DiscoveryGate databases. This valuable resource complements the
broad portfolio of MDL databases covering chemistry, synthetic methodology, pharmacology,

bioactivity, metabolism, toxicology and sourcing.”

The MDL Patent Chemistry Database contains 1.5 million structure-searchable chemical reactions
and over 1.6 million organic, inorganic and organometallic compounds and associated information
taken from approximately 340,000 organic chemistry and life science patents. The database is
updated bi-weekly and expected to grow rapidly, with approximately 500,000 reactions, 800,000
compounds, and 35,000 patent publications per year. All reactions have the full experimental text
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supplying crucial process details, and are indexed with InfoChem ClassCodes, allowing seamless
retrieval of similar reactions from all MDL databases and Integrated Major Reference Works. The
database indexes not only compounds with data, but also prophetic compounds, which are seldom
covered elsewhere. The Patent Chemistry Database is unique in that it offers researchers the
combination of the claims text and the Markush structure/reaction display. The latter is available for
patents from December 2003 onwards. This powerful combination makes it easy to check the

relevance of a located patent.

For more information visit www.mdl.com or contact an Elsevier Account Manager.

About Elsevier MDL

Elsevier MDL provides informatics, database, workflow and decision support solutions that
accelerate the discovery and development of successful new drugs by improving the speed and
quality of scientists’ decision making. Academic and industrial life sciences researchers around the
world depend on Elsevier MDL for innovative and reliable discovery informatics software solutions
augmented by 400 Elsevier chemistry and life sciences journals and related products. For more

information, visit www.mdl.com.

Elsevier is a world-leading publisher of scientific, technical and medical information products and
services. Working in partnership with the global science and health communities, Elsevier publishes
more than 1,800 journals and 2,200 new books per year, in addition to offering a suite of innovative
electronic products, online reference works and subject-specific portals. For more information visit

www.elsevier.com.
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